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This report of the Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process
(UNSCO) builds on the UN’s previous reports to the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC),
which provided an assessment of the efforts of the Palestinian Government toward state-
building and an update on the situation on the ground.

The report draws on a variety of sources, including inputs from UN agencies, funds and
programmes, as well as published reports that are detailed in the endnotes. Before the report is
released it is discussed with the parties.

The reporting period is 1 March 2018 to 31 August 2018, unless otherwise noted. Many
references fall outside this period to illustrate relevant trends.

The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process provides a monthly briefing to
the UN Security Council on the situation in the Middle East. These briefings provide greater
detail on the UN’s positions related to the changing political situation.

Previous UNSCO reports to the AHLC and Security Council Briefs can be found at:
https://unsco.unmissions.org/ahlc-reports
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Executive Summary

The past six months have witnessed a further deterioration of the overall humanitarian and
economic situation in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt). This has been felt most acutely
in the Gaza Strip where on both counts, it has reached crisis proportions with unemployment
over 53%, a breakdown in service delivery and violence and tensions increasing with the
highest number of casualties since 2014. The more than a decade old internal Palestinian
division continues to push Gaza and the West Bank further apart with a combination of Israel’s
closure regime, Hamas’ militant rule and measures put in place by the Palestinian Authority
(PA) contributing to an overwhelming feeling of isolation in Gaza.

The prevailing sense of despair has fueled the regular demonstrations along the fence between
Gaza and Israel that began in March. These events have included peaceful protests as well as
targeted violent acts aimed at Israel, including the launching of incendiary devices, the planting
of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), attempts to breach the perimeter fence into Israel and
sniper fire across the fence targeting Israeli soldiers. On many occasions, Israeli security forces
responded with live fire, which resulted in significant numbers of Palestinians killed and
thousands wounded, including many with life-altering injuries. This escalation brought Israel
and Hamas to the closest point of renewed conflict since 2014, with several rounds of rockets
and mortars fired by Hamas and other militant groups towards Israel, and missiles and shells
fired by Israel against targets in Gaza, causing casualties on both sides.

Meanwhile, in the West Bank, the Palestinian Government continues to implement its National
Policy Agenda, now in its second year, but in an environment characterized by territorial
fragmentation, lack of jurisdiction, limited access to natural resources, and dwindling financial
support. Potential is stunted by the continued inability to access Area C and East Jerusalem.
Israeli settlement expansion has continued in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Plans
for some 2,800 units were advanced, some additional 900 units reached the final stage of
approval and tenders for about 1,100 housing units in Area C and 600 housing units in East
Jerusalem were announced. Violent incidents between Palestinians and Israeli security forces
and civilians continued on an almost daily basis.

At the same time, the unprecedented reduction in funding, greatly exacerbated by the United
States (U.S.) decision to divert its humanitarian and most of its development funding for
Palestinians this year, has brought into question the ability of the international community to
effectively respond to the increasing needs on the ground.

Faced with an overwhelming funding shortfall, UNRWA responded with an escalated
fundraising drive, internal ‘austerity measures’ and efforts to prioritize support to Palestine
refugees with the most critical needs. Other UN agencies and several non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) have come under pressure on account of the non-disbursal of more than
$200 million from USAID’s approved budget from fiscal year 2017. At the same time, despite
the significant amount of aid still coming into the oPt, the needs remain greater than the
availability of funds with the Humanitarian Response Plan a mere 29% funded for 2018.



The collective impact of the lack of funding to support the Palestinian economy and other
development needs, UN Agencies and NGOs as well as on the humanitarian situation, in
particular in Gaza, is tremendous. This is most obvious with regard to Gaza’s humanitarian
situation; however, offsetting the skyrocketing unemployment rate in Gaza is also a daunting
task. For example, it will take an additional 53,000 jobs per quarter to lower the unemployment
rate by 10 percentage points and will cost some $16 million per month in wages.

Despite the myriad challenges, the UN and the international community continue to engage in
Gaza in an effort to prevent another armed conflict and to ease the impact of violent
confrontations, restrictions on access and movement, a devastated economy and failing basic
services. The UN has also enhanced its capacity to support project implementation in Gaza
and, together with partners, is actively moving forward on a number of projects to address some
of the immediate challenges, particular with regard to electricity, water, health and
employment. At the same time, the UN is working closely with the Governments of Israel and
Palestine to review and improve the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM), so as to be better
placed to facilitate such projects and mitigate the impact of continued closures on the economy.
However, as described, the situation is dire and the international community must come
together in a more concerted effort to support these and other initiatives for Gaza as they
present the only viable path to prevent an outright humanitarian disaster and avoid future
confrontations.



l. Introduction
The first part of the report details the overall context over the past six months (1 March to 31
August unless otherwise stated), in terms of the situation on the ground, the operational
environment and developments relevant to the Middle East Peace Process. The section includes
updates on the political, socioeconomic and protection situations, which have a bearing on the
needs of the Palestinian people and the roles of the PA, Israel and the international community.

The second part of this report is dedicated to Gaza. The section outlines the operational
environment and situation on the ground, followed by efforts by the UN to respond to the
deteriorating humanitarian, security and political situation and finally an update on the GRM
and its review.

1. Context

I1.1. Political and Socioeconomic Update

Developments during the reporting period cannot be divorced from the broader context: Israel’s
continued military occupation of Palestinian territory; continued Israeli settlement construction
and demolitions of Palestinian buildings; uncertainties about the future of the peace process;
Hamas’ continuing hold on Gaza, its militant activity and arms build-up, including rocket
attacks and tunnel construction; unilateral actions that undermine peace efforts; and significant
shortfalls in donor support for the PA and humanitarian operations. The period also featured
the worst escalation in violence in and around the Gaza Strip since 2014, while the West Bank
saw regular violent clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security forces (ISF), as well as
violent incidents between Israeli and Palestinian civilians.

I.1.A. Gaza

Since 30 March, thousands of Palestinians have been participating in weekly demonstrations
near the fence between Gaza and Israel under the title “Great March of Return”, calling for,
inter alia, Palestinian right of return and ending of the Israeli closures. While the majority of
demonstrators were peaceful, under their cover Hamas, the Islamic Jihad Movement in
Palestine (P1J) and other militants have engaged in violent and provocative acts. Hundreds have
approached and attempted to breach the fence, burned tires, thrown rocks and fire bombs at
Israeli forces, launched incendiary kites and laid IEDs at the fence. On three occasions,
Palestinian rioters also broke into the Gaza side of the Kerem Shalom Crossing, looting and
destroying vital equipment.

Israel’s response to the demonstrations has raised serious concerns in the international
community about the degree of force employed by its security forces in response (see Section
[1.2.B). By the end of August, 130 Palestinians were killed by Israeli forces in the course of
demonstrations at the fence and thousands were injured. From the very beginning of these
events, the United Nations Secretary-General and the Special Coordinator for the Middle East
Peace Process have called for an independent and transparent investigation by the Israeli
authorities into these incidents. The Secretary-General also called on the ISF to exercise



maximum restraint in the use of live fire, on Hamas and the leaders of the demonstrations to
prevent all violent actions and provocations, and on all sides to show the utmost restraint to
avoid further loss of life, including ensuring that all civilians and particularly children are not
put in harm’s way.

The protests and clashes peaked on 14 May, in commemoration of the Palestinian Nakba Day.
The date also coincided with the opening of the U.S. Embassy in Israel in Jerusalem. An
estimated 35,000 people protested in Gaza and hundreds in the West Bank including East
Jerusalem. The U.S. Embassy move was condemned by the Palestinian leadership, despite
assurances by the U.S. administration that it was not taking a position on any final status issues,
“including the specific boundaries of the Israeli sovereignty in Jerusalem, or the resolution of
contested borders.” The same week, Guatemala and Paraguay also announced the relocation of
their embassies to Jerusalem. These moves were welcomed by the Israeli Government as well
as the leading opposition parties. The Secretary-General warned against unilateral actions and
reiterated that Jerusalem is a final status issue that must be resolved through negotiations
between the parties, based on relevant UN resolutions.

Violence continued throughout May and June, and tensions rose again significantly in July
with an intensification of incidents along the fence, Hamas launching rockets, mortars and
incendiary balloons towards Israel, and Israeli live fire and air strikes in Gaza. On 20 July, an
Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) soldier was killed by sniper fire from Gaza, the first Israeli soldier
killed in that area since 2014, leading to intensive retaliatory airstrikes that killed two
Palestinian teenagers in the highly populated center of Gaza City and injured at least 25 others.

On 10 July and again on 17 July, Israel tightened restrictions on the movement of goods through
Kerem Shalom crossing, banning all exports and limiting imports to humanitarian goods. Israel
also reduced the fishing zone off the coast of Gaza from nine to three nautical miles. The
additional restrictions were somewhat eased starting 15 August and the fishing zone was
extended to nine nautical miles (See Section I11.1.A for details and Section 111.2.B for impact).
Israel also placed additional restrictions on the movement of Palestinians from Gaza through
the Erez pedestrian crossing from 20 August to 27 August.

Thousands of Palestinians demonstrated in Ramallah on 10 June against the restrictive
measures imposed by the PA on Gaza. Demonstrators also demanded an end to the internal
political divisions and the closures on Gaza. The PA has maintained a series of restrictive
measures against Gaza since April 2017, including reductions in subsidies for fuel and cuts of
up to 50% in the salaries of tens of thousands of public sector employees in Gaza. Most
recently, the Government failed to pay these reduced salaries for the month of March. The
totality of these measures resulted in a decline in the PA’s monthly allocations for Gaza from
$125 million in 2016 to $96 million currently?.

As the situation deteriorated, Egypt, in close coordination and cooperation with the UN,
intensified its effort to reach an agreement between Fatah and Hamas on the return of the PA
to Gaza, which had been on hold after an assassination attempt on Prime Minister Hamdallah
during his visit to Gaza on 13 March. Delegations from Fatah and Hamas shuttled to Cairo to



meet with Egyptian officials to discuss intra-Palestinian reconciliation in recent weeks. Despite
a renewal of discussions and successive rounds of talks, implementation of the Egyptian
brokered 12 October 2017 agreement between Fatah and Hamas remains stalled and the PA
has not been empowered nor has it taken steps to resume its responsibilities in Gaza.

In response to requests made on 15 May by a number of members of the UN Security Council
to present ideas to help prevent renewed conflict between Israel and Hamas and other militant
groups in Gaza, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov
outlined a revised approach to the situation in Gaza. Specifically, he stressed the need to
support the Egyptian-brokered Palestinian reconciliation process and the return of the PA to
Gaza; advancing urgent interventions to bolster the water, energy and health infrastructure in
the Strip, alongside initiatives to increase income and employment in the short term; enhancing
UN capacity to support and fast-track project implementation; and strengthening the UN’s
close coordination with the PA, Israel and Egypt to overcome political, administrative and
logistical constraints. Among conditions for success, the Special Coordinator emphasized that
the ceasefire achieved in 2014 must be observed and that all factions in Gaza must refrain from
illicit arms build-up and militant activity on the ground. At the same time, Israel must do more
to ease its closure regime on Gaza. The PA must re-engage proactively on Gaza and begin to
assume its responsibilities for the population. All duty bearers need to facilitate humanitarian
response as well as efforts aimed at addressing the Strip’s collapsing energy, water and health
infrastructure.

11.1.B. West Bank

Throughout this period, the situation in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem,
remained tense, as violence between Israelis and Palestinians continued, including sporadic
stabbings and terrorist attacks, ISF search and arrest operations and other incidents.

Settlement activities continued during the reporting period, albeit at a lower rate compared to
the previous six months. Plans for some 2,800 units were advanced and some additional 900
units reached the final stage of approval, compared to 3,800 and 1,200 units during the previous
reporting period, respectively. Tenders for about 1,100 housing units were announced in Area
C settlements, compared to 1,200 units during the previous period. In East Jerusalem
settlements, after two years without tender announcements, a tender for 603 housing units in
Ramat Shlomo settlement in the Shu’fat area of East Jerusalem was announced in
August. Plans for 1,064 housing units in Pisgat Ze’ev (east of Beit Hanina) were advanced. In
June, the Israeli authorities demolished 28 structures built on land privately owned by
Palestinians in two settlement outposts, Netiv Ha’avot and Tapuah West, following a court
order.

Planned demolitions in the Khan al Ahmar Bedouin community were postponed for a limited
time consequent to two petitions to the Israeli High Court of Justice (HCJ) which were
subsequently rejected (See Section 11.2.D for details).
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On 13 May, the Government of Israel approved five plans for government investment in
occupied East Jerusalem, the largest amounting to $550 million and aimed at closing gaps in
infrastructure, service delivery and employment opportunities for the Palestinian
neighborhoods.

On 22 May the Government of Palestine requested the Prosecutor of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) “to investigate, in accordance with the temporal jurisdiction of the Court, past,
ongoing and future crimes within the court’s jurisdiction, committed in all parts of the territory
of the State of Palestine.”® A preliminary examination of the “situation in Palestine since 13
June 2014 with no end date” has been underway since 16 January 2015, following the
Government of Palestine’s declaration of acceptance of the ICC’s jurisdiction under article
12(3) of the Rome Statute. The Israeli Foreign Ministry stated that the ICC lacks jurisdiction
over the Israeli-Palestinian issues, since Israel is not a member of the ICC and the PA is not a
State.

In April 2018 the PA endorsed the Area C Strategic Framework and Action Plan for the years
2018 and 2019 through the Area C National Coordination Office (ACCO). This new strategy
stems from the priorities of the National Policy Agenda. The Framework was prepared in a
participatory manner with commitments from all relevant stakeholders. It seeks to align
existing policies and plans, addressing gaps, and to put forward an action plan for improving
the livelihoods of Palestinians through developing the infrastructure and the built environment
of Area C, building a stronger local and national economy, and strengthening education and
health platforms that are accessible across the entire Area C. The Framework will also help
enhance coordination and ensure better alignment of the various interventions in place with the
Government’s priorities and help achieve integrated planning and implementation across the
geopolitical division. Special focus is on advocacy and legal support to defend the human rights
of Palestinians in Area C.

UN entities continue to operate in Area C to respond to the chronic needs of the Palestinian
communities, foster resilience, and enable development. These interventions include
monitoring and reporting human rights violations, provision of spatial planning support,
development of social infrastructure, rehabilitation of water resources, support to livelihood
and economic activities, and provision of coordinated advocacy and legal support.

11.1.C. Financial Situation

During the reporting period, several political decisions by Israel and donors have cast a shadow
on the PA’s financial situation at a time when external budget support has been on the decline.

On March 23, 2018 the Taylor Force Act was signed into law by the U.S. President. The Act
prohibits provision of any Economic Support Fund assistance to the West Bank and Gaza that
would directly benefit the PA unless the Department of State certifies that the PA, PLO and
“any successor or affiliated organizations” meet a series of conditions. These include ceasing
payments to perpetrators or alleged perpetrators of attacks against Israeli or American citizens,
or to the family members of those individuals, and revoking any Palestinian legislation that ties



compensation to Palestinian prisoners or detainees to the duration of their sentence or period
of incarceration. Certain humanitarian payments are exempted from the Act’s provisions.

On 2 July Australia decided to redirect some $7.4 million from direct PA budget support to the
UN Country Based Humanitarian Pooled Fund in the oPt.

On 2 July, the Knesset passed a law requiring the withholding from clearance revenues the
amount that the PA annually spends on payments to prisoners and detainees convicted, or
accused, of security offenses against Israelis, to their families, as well as to families of
Palestinians killed or injured in attacks or alleged attacks against Israelis. Initial estimates
(based on Israeli indications of the amount of clearance revenues likely to be withheld) indicate
that the implementation of this law could have a significantly negative impact on the PA’s
fiscal situation because of a revenue loss of some two percentage points of gross domestic
product (GDP), and resulting in a 70% increase in the financing gap over the 2018 baseline.
Over the next five years, this could lead to the PA’s public debt increasing to 63.5% of GDP3
as compared with 53.5% of GDP in absence of such revenue loss.

Talks between the Israeli Ministry of Finance and the Palestinian Ministry of Finance and
Planning failed to achieve significant results. A ministerial level meeting in June concluded
with a release of NIS160 million in withheld health stamps covering the period of July 2017-
May 2018 by Israel.

In August, the U.S. released withheld funds to the PA for security assistance. However, on 23
August, the State Department announced that, following a review of U.S. assistance to
Palestinians, it would redirect over $200 million originally slated for USAID programmes in
the West Bank and Gaza. In the following days it became clear that the some $230 million of
the U.S.’s Economic Support Fund for the oPt for fiscal year 2017 will now not be disbursed.
The cut will constrain operations of several NGOs as well as UNRWA. In particular it will
cripple support programmes in Gaza, further lowering purchasing power and employment. The
reduction in USAID’s budget will also impact on the ability of international NGOs (INGOs)
to deliver food and non-food cash assistance to the most impoverished households in Gaza.
Several INGOs have been forced to lay off staff and might need to undertake further layoffs in
2019 unless funds become available. The cuts include some $25 million in support to the East
Jerusalem Hospital Network which treat patients referred from hospitals in the rest of the West
Bank and Gaza. Subsequently the PA announced that it will cover the reduced funding from
its own budget.

In August, the U.S. administration also announced that starting 2019, it will cease all funding
to UNRWA. Details on and impact of the consequent shortfall in UNRWA’s budget are
discussed in sections I11.2.F and 111.1.B. In totality, the reduction in U.S. assistance to Palestine
will leave a large expanse of unmet needs for basic services, that the PA will need to respond
to.

In light of the PA’s embattled fiscal situation, it will be important to reduce leakages from the
PA’s revenue sources, maximize revenue collection and identify new revenue sources. To this



end, as consistently called for, Israel should enhance the transparency of clearance revenues,
and regularize transfers to the PA of various items of clearance revenues. In this respect, it will
be important for the PA and Israel to make progress on the establishment of an electronic value-
added tax (VAT) mechanism for the PA on terms acceptable to both parties, and on the transfer
of customs authority for Palestinian imports to the PA.

Other key agreements, such as the Power Purchase Agreement initialed in 2017 and the Red
Sea—Dead Sea Agreement, have not been concluded.

11.1.D. Other Political Developments

On 30 April, the Palestinian National Council (PNC) convened in Ramallah for the first time
in 22 years and re-elected President Abbas as Chairman. While reiterating the commitment to
a peaceful solution based on long-standing parameters and UN resolutions, inter alia, the final
PNC statement urged the suspension of the recognition of Israel, security coordination and the
suspension of the Paris Protocol. It also outlined international moves to advance the goal of an
independent Palestinian state and to seek protection for the Palestinian people. The Palestinian
Central Council (PCC), a permanent body of the PNC, convened from 15 to 18 August inter
alia to consider the April 2018 decisions of the PNC. In its final statement, the PCC
underscored the continued severance of political relations with the U.S. administration, until
the latter revisits its decisions regarding Jerusalem, Palestine refugees and settlements. With
regard to Gaza, the PCC statement called for the immediate revocation of the measures
imposed by the Palestinian Government in relation to the salaries of public service employees
and condemned the Israeli Government’s decision to retain the value of allocations for the
“families of the martyrs” from the tax revenues collected by the Israeli Government on behalf
of the PA.

On 15 May, Palestine acceded to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the Convention on the
Prohibition, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons. Further, in June Palestine acceded to
another seven international agreements.

I1.2. Protection Concerns

During the reporting period a total of 190 Palestinians, including 32 children, were killed and
some 12,100 injured in the oPt.* . The majority of deaths and injuries were in Gaza as a result
of ISF shelling. In the West Bank, 10 Palestinians, including three children, were killed and
some 1,100 were injured during clashes with the ISF. Seven Israelis (five ISF soldiers and two
Israeli civilians) were killed by Palestinians during the same period®, and another 77 injured
(compared to six and 45 respectively in the previous six months).

11.2.A. Settler related violence

The reporting period saw 131 incidents of settler-related violence resulting in Palestinian
casualties or damage to Palestinian property. As in previous periods, the Nablus governorate
accounted for the highest number of incidents, the majority in six Palestinian communities



surrounding the settlement of Yitzhar and its adjacent outposts. These communities (Burin,
Madama, Asira al Qibliya, Urif, Einabous and Huwara), home to over 21,000 people, have
been affected for years by settler intimidation and violence, which have undermined their safety
and livelihoods. The overall increase in incidents is disturbing and the Israeli authorities are
urged to investigate and prevent such attacks against Palestinian civilians.

11.2.B. Gaza Violence

The reporting period saw the most severe escalation in clashes between ISF and militant groups
in Gaza since the 2014 hostilities. During numerous rounds of violence a major exchange of
drone, missile, rocket and mortar fire took place, with over 600 projectiles fired by Hamas and
other militants from Gaza towards Israel and over 400 missiles and shells fired by ISF. Among
those incidents, on 14 July, the ISF conducted airstrikes targeting an empty building under
construction belonging to the Ministry of Culture located in Al Katiba yard, south-west of Gaza
city, killing two boys (both aged 14) and injuring 23 other Palestinians. Israel said the building
was used as a Hamas military training site. On the same day, armed groups fired two mortar
shells that hit two civilian buildings in Sderot and moderately injured two Israeli girls (aged 14
and 15) and an Israeli man. On 8 August, Israeli airstrikes killed a militant who, according to
Hamas sources, had been responsible for launching rockets from the northern Gaza Strip as
well as a 23-year-old pregnant woman and her 18-month old child.

Since the Gaza protests started on 30 March 2018, 130 Palestinians, including 22 boys and one
girl, have been killed by ISF in the context of the demonstrations, the majority with live
ammunition. Four Palestinian civilians including three children were killed in the context of
ISF airstrikes in populated areas. An additional 49 Palestinians, including five boys and one
girl, were killed by ISF in other contexts, including during several attempts or incidents of
crossing the fence into Israel. Thousands of Palestinians, including hundreds of children, have
been injured with live ammunition, with many suffering life-altering injuries such as
amputation of limbs as a result.

The conduct of the ISF raises serious concerns over the use of force, as live ammunition was
reportedly and repeatedly used without warning. In several cases monitored by OHCHR, lethal
force appears to have been used in situations where there was no imminent threat of death or
serious injury to the ISF.® Furthermore, several cases of killings and injuries against medical
personnel and journalists while they were carrying out their duties have been monitored by
OHCHR, where there is no indication of the victims posing a threat to the soldiers.” The
Secretary-General issued a statement urging Israel to exercise extreme caution with the use of
force in order to avoid casualties, on 5 April 2018. The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process reiterated that call, adding that Hamas and the leaders of the demonstrations
must keep protestors away from the Gaza fence and prevent all violent actions and
provocations. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights issued a statement on 27 April
2018 calling on Israel to address ISF’s excessive use of force in Gaza.



On 21 August, Israel’s Military Advocate General announced that military police
investigations would be opened into the death of two Palestinians killed during protests near
the fence in recent months.

On 24 May 2018, the Israeli HCJ rejected the petitions submitted by two groups of NGOs
challenging Israel’s open fire regulations in the context of the current demonstrations in Gaza
and demanding a ban on use of snipers and live ammunition to disperse protests in the Gaza
Strip. The petition argued that related rules of engagement violate international and Israeli law.
The Court refused to intervene in operational and professional aspects governing the State’s
application of the open fire regulations against certain demonstrators, noting the State’s threat
assessment, the presumption of lawful conduct by the State, and the fact that the Court was ill-
equipped to determine whether the open fire regulations had been implemented properly.
However, all three Justices were of the view that, given constraints in their ability to assess the
open-fire policy in detail, its legality should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, based on the
broadly accepted principles of international law, referring this task to the military examinations
and investigation mechanisms.

On 28 March 2018, the Israeli Military Advocate General concluded the investigation into the
killing of the 29-year-old double amputee Ibrahim Abu Thurayah close to the Gaza fence on
15 December 2017. The investigation concluded that Abu Thurayah was not killed by Israeli
fire and that there were no professional failures identified in the conduct of the Israeli forces.®
A statement issued by Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
on 19 December said Ibrahim Abu Thurayeh was shot in the head by ISF close to the Gaza
border fence on and that there was nothing to suggest Abu Thurayeh posed an imminent threat
when he was Killed, and “the facts gathered so far by my staff in Gaza strongly suggest that the
force used against [him] was excessive”.

On 25 April 2018, the Jerusalem District Court sentenced Border Police Officer Ben Deri in
the case of the killing of 17-year-old Nadeem Nuwara on 15 May 2014, to nine months of
prison on the basis of a plea bargain on the charge of causing death by negligence. The sentence
was appealed by the General Prosecutor. On 19 August 2018 the Israeli HCJ upheld the state
appeal increasing the sentence from nine to 18 months.®

11.2.C. Arrests, detention and rule of law

After the spike in arrests and detentions noted in the previous report, the number of detained
persons decreased from 5,890 detained at the end of February to 5,667 detained as of the end
of June, according to the Israeli Prisons Service (IPS). The number of administrative detainees
increased in the same period, from 427 to 446. The number of children detained likewise
decreased from 356 to 273 in the same period, and the number of children under administrative
detention remained at three. Palestinian administrative detainees in Israeli prisons launched a
boycott of military (West Bank) and civilian (East Jerusalem) courts on 15 February 2018. The
protest was followed in June by hunger strikes from individual detainees. On 31 August the
Palestinian Prisoners” Society announced that the boycott would be suspended for three months
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starting on 10 September to study if the courts will limit the length of administrative detentions
as a result.

Ahed Tamimi, now 17 years old, was sentenced to eight months in prison on 21 March and a
fine based on a plea bargain, agreed after the Military Appeals Court rejected her lawyer's
appeal against the decision to hold a closed trial. On 6 June 2018, the parole committee rejected
a request by Tamimi for early release. She was subsequently released on 29 July 2018.

The ISF continued to arrest and detain fishermen off the Gaza coast, with a notable increase of
incidents in August, which witnessed the Israeli Navy arresting at least 11 fishermen and
confiscating four fishing boats. All of the fishermen have been released, except one who has
been detained since 12 August 2018. During detention, none of them was allowed to contact
their families or access legal counsel.

In Gaza, security forces of Hamas continued to arrest and detain individuals for their alleged
collaboration with Israel, the PA, or for their political affiliation with Salafist groups. These
arrests generate concerns in terms of ill-treatment, due process and fair trial guarantees. Some
of the persons were reportedly arrested without a legal arrest warrant, were beaten up and
forced to hold stress positions during interrogation. Others spent significant periods of time in
detention without access to family visits or legal counsel, or having their case reviewed by a
court. In a few cases, detainees were released following mediation by senior Hamas officials,
without being convicted of any criminal offence. Furthermore, during the reporting period,
Gaza courts sentenced four men and one woman to death (on account of murder). Another
earlier sentence relating to one man convicted of murder was confirmed on appeal. However,
no executions have been carried out. The use of the death penalty in Gaza is of continued
concern, particularly in light of concerns over whether the trials resulting in death sentences
fully respect fair trial guarantees as enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Palestine is a State party.

The fate of two Israeli civilians, Avera Mengistu and Hisham al-Sayed, who crossed into Gaza
over three years ago continues to be unknown. Hamas has also not released any information
on the status of two Israeli soldiers, Hadar Goldin and Oron Shaul, who have been missing in
Gaza since the 2014 hostilities. Hamas authorities, who have referred to them as its “prisoners”,
must provide all the information they possess about the civilians and the missing soldiers, and
to enable their immediate return to Israel. Intentionally withholding information about missing
persons violates international humanitarian law.

In the oPt, the Decree-Law on the establishment of a High Criminal Court from 2017 was
replaced by the PA on 3 May by Decree-Law No. 9 of 2018. The amended Decree-Law
constitutes an improvement from the originally adopted Decree-Law but still contains articles
that pose challenges in terms of fundamental fair trial guarantees as enshrined in the ICCPR,
to which Palestine is a State party. In particular, the law contains a number of loose and broad
concepts, e.g. in relation to the competencies of the Court, which open the Decree-Law up to
misuse. It also sets out broad powers for the Public Prosecution, however without the
possibility of judicial review in all cases.
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11.2.D. Demolitions and Displacement (The West Bank)

During the reporting period the Israeli authorities demolished or seized 206 Palestinian-owned
structures, compared to 150 structures in the same period of 2017. The vast majority of these
structures were in Area C (59%) and East Jerusalem (38%). As a result, 211 people were
displaced and more than 5,000 were otherwise affected. According to a dataset provided by the
Israeli Civil Administration (ICA), in Area C alone there are over 13,000 pending demolition
orders.

The restrictive and discriminatory planning regime applied by Israel in Area C makes it
virtually impossible for Palestinians to obtain building permits in Area C and East Jerusalem,
impeding the development of adequate housing, infrastructure and livelihoods. Public land
(also called ‘state land”) has been automatically allocated to Israeli settlements or for military
training, while most private Palestinian land is zoned as agricultural land, where construction
is severely restricted. According to official Israeli information obtained by Peace Now, 99.76%
of “state land” allocated for any use, was allocated for the needs of Israeli settlements.

Khan al Ahmar

On 24 May 2018, the Israeli HCJ issued a ruling on the longstanding case of the Palestinian
Bedouin community of Khan al-Ahmar / Abu al-Helu, a community of 181 people, over half
of which are children, which paved the way for the demolition of the entire community,
including a donor-funded school also serving other Bedouin communities in the area, on
grounds of lack of building permits. This is one of 18 communities located in or next to an area
known as E1 slated in part for a strategic settlement plan which, if constructed, would create a
continuous built-up area between the Ma’ale Adummim settlement and East Jerusalem. On 29
June, the Israeli authorities approved a plan providing for the construction of 92 new housing
units in the Kfar Adumim settlement, situated about one kilometer from Khan al Ahmar, which
has also petitioned the Israeli HCJ for the implementation of the outstanding demolition orders
against the community.

Execution of the demolition of Khan al-Ahmar / Abu al-Helu was temporarily delayed
following the filing of two new petitions to the Israeli HCJ, which were subsequently rejected
on 5 September. A third petition filed by community lawyers on 10 August was rejected. In
the meantime, the Israeli military requisitioned land to begin works on roads leading to the
community, and temporarily declared the area a closed military zone, prohibiting non-residents
from entering the community. Access for the provision of regular humanitarian relief services,
including by the mobile health clinic and mental health teams, was delayed or prevented on
several occasions.

New legislation

Recent legislation and administrative steps, if implemented, could make it more difficult and
costly for individuals and human rights organizations to challenge the demolition or seizure of
Palestinian properties. In April 2018, a military order was issued allowing for the demolition
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of new unlicensed structures in Area C within 96 hours of the issuance of a removal notice;
implementation of this bill is now frozen, pending a decision by the Israeli HCJ. On July 2018,
the Knesset approved a law transferring the jurisdiction over certain petitions against decisions
by Israeli authorities in the West Bank from the Israeli HCJ to the Administrative Affairs Court
in Jerusalem.

Firing zones

During the reporting period nine military exercises took place in areas designated as “firing
zones” in Area C, resulting in temporary displacement, property damage, and disruption to life
to Palestinians. About 18% of the West Bank, or nearly 30% of Area C, is designated by the
Israeli authorities as firing zones for military training. These areas are home to 6,200
Palestinians living in 38 Palestinian Bedouin and herding communities, who are amongst the
most vulnerable.

East Jerusalem evictions

In East Jerusalem, Israeli settler organizations continued efforts to buy or claim ownership
over properties within Palestinian neighbourhoods especially within and around the Old
City. In July, two Palestinian families in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Beit Hanina
self-demolished their homes, following an Israeli Supreme Court ruling that determined that
the land on which the homes were built was never sold by its Israeli owners to the Palestinian
families. Of the 180 Palestinian households identified in 2016 as having eviction cases filed
against them: six households, comprising 50 people, have since been evicted from their
homes.

I1.2.E. Shrinking civic space: Measures affecting human rights defenders and journalists

Since the beginning of the year, ISF have prevented several political, cultural and social events
in East Jerusalem for alleged connections to the PA or to Palestinian factions Israel defines as
terrorist. The incidents include the closure of a media center for youth; preventing a social
dinner for journalists, a collective Iftar meal during Ramadan, and a celebration of Russia’s
National Day. On 14 July ISF raided an event held at the Hind Al Husseini College of Literature
belonging to Al Quds University on the grounds that it was organized by the PA. The hindrance
of the activities was accompanied by arrests, detentions and interrogations against participants
and organizers.

The situation for human rights defenders in the H2 area of Hebron is of particular concern. ISF
have threatened, conducted house raids, arrests and interrogations against the human rights
defender Aref Jaber and his family, following his filming of the aftermath of the ISF killing a
Palestinian in H2, Hebron. Another prominent human rights defender, Issa Amro, also based
in H2 of Hebron, has been repeatedly prevented access to the Old City of Hebron, based on a
renewable military order issued against him personally, and briefly detained at least twice by
ISF. The case in Israeli military court against Issa Amro and Farid Al-Atrash, another well-
known human rights defender, has seen two hearings on 28 May and 30 July 2018, with the
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next hearing concerning Amro scheduled for 7 November 2018, while there is no new date
concerning Farid Al-Atrash. Issa Amro furthermore faces charges based on the Cybercrimes
decree-law by Palestinian authorities since 2017, and is currently released on bail in that case.
These cases raise concern for possible arbitrary detention, but also illustrate the impact of legal
cases against human rights defenders, effectively restricting their space, time and resources to
promote human rights.

The Palestinian Decree-Law on Cybercrimes, which was previously reported on, was replaced
by Decree-Law No. 10 on 3 May 2018 by the PA. While the new decree-law omits some of
the most problematic provisions restricting freedom of expression, it has received continued
criticism for violating the freedom of expression and opinion from civil society and journalists.
Before the amendment of the law, several cases of summons and arrests against journalists
based on the law had been reported to OHCHR in April 2018.

A particularly concerning development has been the violent repression of peaceful
demonstrations in the West Bank by the Palestinian Security Forces. Following civil society
mobilization to demonstrate against the PA’s policies against Gaza, on 13 June 2018, the
Palestinian President’s advisors of Provincial Affairs issued a regulation prohibiting the
granting of permits to organize demonstrations during the Eid al Fitr holiday. The regulation
challenged a demonstration, which had already been organized to take place. During the
demonstration, OHCHR witnessed arrests and beatings of protestors by large groups of plain
clothed individuals all wearing identical caps and acting in a coordinated manner. According
to further information provided to OHCHR, the groups were linked to Palestinian Security
Forces and Fatah. Targeted threats and attacks were also reported against journalists, human
rights organizations, and human rights defenders that covered, monitored or supported this and
other demonstrations.

On 18 June 2018, a sit-in demonstration calling for the lifting of the PA measures on Gaza was
held in Gaza City. The demonstration was reportedly forcibly dispersed by Hamas security
forces, despite having been previously authorized by the de facto authorities in Gaza. Personnel
in plain clothes, some of whom were carrying batons, reportedly raided the sit-in and forcibly
prevented participants from filming or photographing the sit-in, harassed several participants
(including verbal abuse) and threw stones and shoes at participants. No injuries or arrests were
reported to OHCHR after the event.

I1.2.F. Humanitarian response and funding

Humanitarian financing to the oPt has been on the decline since 2014 even though the number
of people in need and targeted for humanitarian assistance in oPt remains fairly constant, and
has even increased over the past year. Funding for humanitarian activities is at an all-time low
this year. At end-August, the 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) requirements were only
29% funded, with $156.8 million of the requested $539.7 million secured. This is the lowest
proportion for this time of the year over the past eight years. It is also lower than the global
average of 36% this year. The impact of underfunding is being felt across the board for all
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humanitarian clusters. Some examples of the impact in Gaza and the West Bank and provided
in Annex 1.

To date, donors’ generous contributions to the UN Country Based Humanitarian Pooled Fund
in the oPt have increased the total budget for this year to $19.9 million, of which $12.4 million
have already been allocated and disbursed to humanitarian partners. Despite these
contributions, much more is needed to enable an effective humanitarian operation.

Funding to UNRWA

UNRWA, the single largest humanitarian actor in the oPt, has been confronted with immense

financial challenges since the beginning of the year. UNRWA started the year with a projected
$146 million shortfall in its programme budget for its five fields of operations, and a projected
$97m shortfall for critical humanitarian activities in the oPt and Syria. In January 2018, the
US, until then its largest donor, decided to withhold over $300 million of the expected $360
million contribution for the year, resulting in unprecedented financial challenges for the
Agency. In response, UNRWA, launched a massive fundraising drive.

By mid-September, over $269 million has been raised which - taking into account UNRWA’s
appeal for an additional $10 million to address the health crisis resulting from the mass
protests along the perimeter fence separating Gaza and Israel, reduced the overall deficit to
$186 million.

Despite these efforts and implementation of stringent austerity measures, UNRWA has had to
take measures of reduction in emergency services in the West Bank and Gaza. In the West
Bank, UNRWA had to discontinue its cash-for-work activities in the West Bank effective 31
July 2018. Other support programs are slated to end in 2018 and some will need to be
consolidated into existing programs. (See Section 111.1.B for impact on UNRWA’s operations
in Gaza). In mid-August, UNRWA announced that it has secured enough funding to reopen
schools in end-August in all five fields of operations though still not enough to keep schools
running through the end of the year.

1. Gaza

In March, AHLC members noted the dire conditions in Gaza, pronouncing it on the brink of
collapse. UNSCO’s report of March 2018 called for Israel to ease its closure regime on the
movement of people and goods, and for Hamas and other militant groups to cease their military
buildup and attacks on Israel, and all acts which undermine the PA as Gaza’s legitimate
governing authority. It also called for the Palestinian Government to immediately assume its
responsibilities for the people of Gaza, and resume control over government institutions.
Instead we have seen an escalation in hostilities between Israel and Hamas, increased
temporary Israeli restrictions on movement and access of people and goods, and a continuation
of the restrictive measures by the PA, including those that contributed to an electricity crisis
and further cuts or partial payments of salaries of civil servants.
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As a consequence, the situation on the ground in Gaza has rapidly deteriorated. Poverty and
unemployment have increased, and essential services are stretched to the breaking point. Most
households receive electricity for 3-4 hours per day, access to clean water has not improved
and the health system has come under significant and increased strain. The situation is
compounded by UNRWA’s unprecedented funding crisis. In Gaza, UNRWA provides access
to primary health care for 1.3 million people, access to education for more than a quarter of a
million children and food assistance to nearly one million refugees living in poverty. These
UNRWA services have played a key role in preventing a full collapse of the humanitarian
situation in Gaza but are now at real risk of drawdown.

A package of urgent interventions is required to ensure the basic functionality of the Gaza Strip.
The